Climate-Smart Brachiaria by CGIAR System Management Office
Brachiaria grasses originated in Africa and were 
improved by CIAT in Latin America. Brachiaria 
improves livestock nutrition and delivers 
huge increases in milk and meat production, 
while helping mitigate the effects of climate 
change and helping to restore degraded land. 
Because of its high nutritional quality and easy 
digestibility, animals fed with Brachiaria also 
emit less methane per kilo of meat produced.
Learn more at: 
http://on.cgiar.org/AfricanGrass
CLIMATE-SMART 
BRACHIARIA
Brachiaria forages increase livestock productivity and 
reduce environmental impact 
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In South America, cattle fed on Brachiaria 
produce up to 10 times more meat than if the 
animals grazed on native savannah grass.
Brachiaria tolerates infertile soils and 
drought, helps prevent soil erosion, and acts 
as a carbon sink.
Nearly 21,000 samples of 700 species of 
forages – including Brachiaria – are conserved 
in CIAT’s genebank and made freely available 
to plant breeders around the world.
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